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Quirky tenting-inspired forms are just what a young Cape Town 
family sought from their weekend refuge, an offbeat little beach 

bungalow on the Cape Peninsula.
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01   The beach at Scarborough is a 10-minute walk 
from the house and a great place to escape  
the indoors, whatever the weather. 

02   A view of the front door at the side of the house 
that leads past the guest suite and into the 
open-plan living space.   
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mall, simple and smart  
is an apt description for the unique weekend 
home of Claire and Michael Cobbledick,  
in the conservation village of Scarborough, 
near Cape Point. The location is idyllic, 
adjacent as it is to the Cape of Good Hope 
Nature Reserve, on a 524sqm plot with 
uninterrupted views over the reserve  
and just a 10-minute walk to the beach.

“We love Scarborough for its proximity  
to the sea and pristine nature, and the fact 
that it’s only an hour to our home in Cape 
Town,” says Michael. “So, when we found this 
plot, we were completely taken with it, and 
decided pretty much there and then to buy it.”

As a management consultant and 
marketing manager respectively, Michael  
and Claire have high pressure jobs and so 
their brief to Matthew Beatty and Saskia 
Vermeiren of Beatty Vermeiren Architects was 
for a highly functional yet simple retreat that 
would allow them to spend quality time  
as a family with their sons Leo (five) and  
Tom (two), on a small budget.

Matthew and Saskia took the concept  
of a campsite as the starting point, where  
all the basic elements of camping such as 
sleeping, eating, sitting around a fire, are 
captured within the building. “The form of the 
roof references a tent sheltering the campsite 
underneath it,” explains Matthew. Inside, this 
drop of the roof, in two planes from a single 
point at the top of the mezzanine, also  >> 

S
01   A view from the main bedroom 

onto the open-plan living, dining 
and kitchen areas. behind the 
kitchen is the guest bedroom,  
and stairs lead up to the playroom. 
The floors are corcoleum, and the 
grass pouffes are from Madwa.  
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01   The staircase that runs 
right next to the entrance 
to the guest bedroom 
has allowed for nifty 
storage space.

02   Agricultural stock taps  
in the bathroom provide 
a utilitarian feel to the 
space above a basic 
porcelain basin. A sheet 
of mirror cut to size is 
embedded in the panel 
for a seamless finish. 

“this was the realisation  
of a long-held dream.”
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01   The shower sits in a full-
length picture window in 
the bathroom that looks 
out onto the reserve. 
Recessed shelves exclude 
the need for bathroom 
cabinets, in keeping with 
claire and Michael’s brief 
for simplicity. 

02   A standard unit for a 
concrete drainage pipe  
is given new life as a 
receptacle for a prep 
bowl that fits perfectly 
inside the top of the pipe.  
it has been grouted into 
position on to the grey 
screeded floors.
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01   The house is a timber frame 
construction with a structural pine 
ply lining that is used as an internal 
layer, while the external layer is 
powder-coated chromadek roof 
sheeting. between these layers  
is an insulation blanket of isofirm. 
From the house, the cobbledick 
family often sees bontebok, 
ostriches and tortoises. 

the form of the roof 
references a tent sheltering 
the campsite underneath it.

creates the illusion of space and lightness  
in the house, not to mention a fantastically 
geometric ceiling. 

The resulting 102sqm single-form 
structure may be intentionally stark, but it’s 
been ingeniously brought to life by its folded 
metal exterior that is redolent of origami or 
the Chinese tangram puzzle game. “The tent 
language continues with the skins of the tent 
being the outer weatherproof metal cladding 
while the inner lining is the plywood walls,” 
Matthew continues.

It is in fact the timber that forms the 
actual structure of the house with metal 
cladding on the outside. “The decision  
to clad the building in a single finish of 
corrugated cladding was as much an 
abstraction to the form of the building  
as resistance to Scarborough’s extremely 
harsh climate,” says Saskia. 

Inside, the layout is super efficient with 
two bedrooms situated on either end of the 
house and separated by the open-plan living, 
dining and kitchen areas. The boys sleep in 
bunk beds that have been cleverly built into 
one of the passage walls close to the main 
bedroom. “We saw the idea in a magazine 
and the kids love it as it’s not the norm and 
again references the notion of camping,” 
Michael enthuses. 

It was a rewarding creative process for 
Michael and Claire. “I’m interested in design 
and have always wanted to design and build 
our own home, so this was the realisation  
of a long-held dream,” Michael says. “We are 
fortunate in that we had a painless building 
process and we have been blown away with 
how it has turned out. I believe the design  
is both unique and really special.” 

Happy campers indeed.  

•  021 794 7742, beattyvermeiren.com
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