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A FAMILY’S MODERN BEACH HOUSE ELEGANTLY SET ATOP A DUNE IN 
CAPE TOWN’S KOMMETJIE IS THE ULTIMATE SURF RETREAT

Peeking above milkwood trees on a dune in 
Kommetjie, Daniel and Dominique Beatty’s 

sustainably built home was named White 
Waters because seven different surf breaks 

are visible from its lounge. Built by Burger 
Construction (micah@built4life.co.za,  

082-680-7770), the home features cement 
board instead of the traditional timber 

cladding, with the deck and screens made 
from white sugar gum, an alien timber.
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You might say that its owners, Daniel and 
Dominique Beatty, were simply meant to 
set up a home for their family on this very 
spot, just a few steps off the fine white 
sand of Long Beach in Kommetjie.

The dune on which White Waters was 
built is where Dan and his brother Matthew 
Beatty, the house’s architect, grew up. It 
was Matthew who taught Dan how to surf 
and once he’d got the hang of it he was duly 
smitten. ‘I spent around 20 years surfing 
almost every day, sometimes four times 
a day, and most of it in the waves that you 
can see from our house,’ Dan says. 

When Dan and Dom left Cape Town 
several years ago to work in Tokyo and 
then Hong Kong (they now live for much 
of the year in Shanghai), little did they 
conceive that the plot on the dune would 
come up for sale. The couple had been 
searching for a property they could build 
as a base for their two children, Torben, 
four, and Nia, two – ‘a place they would 
know as home, and which would provide 
a sense of where they come from,’ says Dom.

Having long admired the portfolio of 
Matthew and his partner Saskia Vermeiren, 
taking on architectural firm Beatty 
Vermeiren was the couple’s ‘only choice’. 
‘We also felt that Matthew knew the dune 
the best,’ says Dan. ‘Most of the time I was 
up there he was there too, convincing me 
to go to the breaks with the bigger waves.’ 

Integral to the brief were maximising 
the views and blocking the wind, all within 
a modest budget – the result Matthew 

THE STORY BEHIND THIS 
BRACINGLY COOL CONTEMPORARY 

 BEACH HOUSE IS ONE THAT  
COMPLETES A JOYFUL CIRCLE. 
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The home’s gentle fold guards against both prying 
eyes and the wind. ‘Our pool is always glassy, 

even though we’re watching trees get flattened a 
few metres away,’ says Daniel. The Beattys bought 

the chair from a Malawian street vendor and painted 
it yellow. OPPOSITE Architect Matthew Beatty keeps 

up the brothers’ tradition of daily surfing. 
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‘WE WANTED TO MAKE THE MOST OF INSIDE–OUTSIDE LIVING 
SO ALL THE DOORS UPSTAIRS OPEN UP COMPLETELY TO LET 
THE SKY IN.’

describes as ‘a reimagining of a modern 
beach house’ rather than a typical example 
of the vernacular. It’s essentially a single 
rectangular structure with a central bend 

adding impact while protecting against the 
prevailing southeaster and limiting the 
view line to allow for more privacy. What 
is not interrupted are the ocean views: half 
of the house looks out towards Hout Bay 
and the other towards Long Beach.

‘We designed it to be as unimposing as 
possible, visually,’ Matthew says. Materials 
such as the sustainable fibre-cement-board 
cladding – an echo of traditional clapboard 
– along with timber balustrades and slatted 
screens add to the building’s simple but 
striking appearance. The deck that runs its 
length widens the interior spaces and, seen 
from the outside, makes the house ‘appear 
lightweight and elegant’, Matthew notes. 

Particular care was taken in the kitchen 
and living areas on the upper level. ‘We 
wanted to make the most of inside–outside 
living so all the doors upstairs open up 
completely to let the sky in,’ says Dan. 
A raised roof creates extra volume and 
allows for a flood of natural light, while 
exposed trusses lend a fresh nautical edge.

Dom’s background in fashion reveals 
itself in the stylishly pared-down decor, 
notable for its neutral palette of pale 
wood and white with the occasional 
punch of colour. Sofas were upholstered 
in a complementary soft grey that’s easy 
to update with patterned scatters, while 
simple, clean-lined furniture such as the 
dining table and cabinets were custom-
made by a local artisan. On the walls 
are a series of paintings and drawings 
by Saskia’s father, acclaimed artist Jan 
Vermeiren. ‘This is not your typical beach 
house,’ Dom says. ‘You won’t find any “gone 
surfing” signs!’

Yet, Dan adds with a smile, ‘The house 
was built around surfing, from the board 
room and wetsuit store downstairs to the 
tap to wash your feet when you come up 
from the beach.’ Not to forget the shower 
out on the deck, ‘the perfect place to take 
off your wetsuit and warm up after a long 
surf in the freezing Atlantic’. Just the way 
the brothers have always done it. 
Beatty Vermeiren, beattyvermeiren.com; 
White Waters is available for short-term or 
holiday rentals through Perfect Hideaways, 
perfecthideaways.co.za.
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The smartly designed kitchen belies its compact looks with a scullery 
concealed to the side. When the sliding doors (to the back) open up, 
the kitchen extends seamlessly to a generous outdoor dining area –  
a favourite spot for the owners to braai and drink Cape Point Vineyards 
Sauvignon Blanc (‘because we can see the vineyards from here’).  
The island was custom-made by Gareth Brown of Joint Fabrication 
& Design (jointfabrication.wix.com/customfurniture). OPPOSITE 
The indigenous garden was designed by Eugene Bosini of Greenbos 
(eugene@greenbos.co.za, 082-408-3109).

1215_HL_060_069_House_Beatty_RFO.indd   65 2015/11/03   8:51 AM



CLOCKWISE FROM RIGHT Matthew 
Beatty and Saskia Vermeiren relax with 
their son Raphael in the upstairs lounge 
on a couch by The Sofaworx Company 
(sofaworx.co.za). The coffee table is from 
Weylandts (weylandts.co.za); a Pumpkin 
Shade by Moonbasket (moonbasket.com) 
hangs above a custom oak dining table 
by Holly Wood Kitchens and Furniture 
(hollywoodfurniture.co.za). The Hexagon 
Shelves are from Baillie & Kovar Design 
& Decor (bBaillieKovarDesignDecor); 
the downstairs bunk room wall features 
a striking wooden surfboard from Wawa 
Wooden Surfboards (wawawave.com), 
the rug is from Airloom (airloom.co.za), 
the lamp is from Pedersen + Lennard 
(pedersenlennard.co.za) and the coffee 
table is from Esque (esque.co.za). 
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The soft furnishings throughout the house are by Catherine 
Moore (082-453-5450), who covered these vintage armchairs 
in the lounge with fabric by Skinny laMinx (skinnylaminx.com). 
The blue portrait painting – as well as the line drawings above 
the couch (opposite) – are by artist Jan Vermeiren. The plywood 
cabinet seen to the rear is a custom piece by Holly Wood Kitchens 
and Furniture.
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A York surfboard from Lifestyle Surf 
Shop (lifestylesurfshop.co.za)  

leans against the wall in this cheerful 
kid’s bedroom. The rail-and-drawers 

unit is by Holly Wood Kitchens 
and Furniture and the round 

stool is from Pedersen + Lennard. 
OPPOSITE, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP 

LEFT A galley bathroom leads to 
the pool deck – the towel hook is 
from Pedersen + Lennard and the 
oak counter is by Gareth Brown of 

Joint Fabrication & Design; this tub 
takes pride of place in the master 
bathroom; the light fitting in this 
downstairs bedroom is from Ikea 

(ikea.com) and the owners breathed 
life into the chest of drawers, from a 

pine furniture shop in Fish Hoek, with 
a new coat of paint.
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DAN AND DOM’S HOME TRUTHS
The first thing I do when I get home is take 
off my shoes – Asian habits die hard! (Dom); 
run upstairs and see what the wind is doing 
(Dan). We love Kommetjie because it’s close 
to Boulders, Cape Point and Kalk Bay, and for 
a young family there are so many adventures 
waiting to happen, from picnics at Cape Point 
Vineyards to sandwiches at Olifantsbos or just 
letting the kids run wild on Long Beach (Dom). 
There’s nothing better than driving home with 
kids full of salt and sand, fast asleep because 
they’ve just had the best time and exhausted 
themselves (Dom). We’re part of a wonderful 
neighbourhood – everyone knows everyone, 
so a 30-second walk to the beach becomes 
a 30-minute walk as we bump into so many 
friendly faces (Dom). Whoever wakes up 
first will drive the kids to Noordhoek to buy 
croissants fresh from the oven at The Foodbarn 
Restaurant. Back home we’ll take the croissants 
and a pot of coffee down to the beach with 
our picnic blanket. The kids will spend most of 
their time daring each other to get their toes in 
the ocean (they are not used to the cold water 
at all!) and building sand castles, and Dan will 
go surfing (Dom). If we’re feeling ambitious, 
Scarborough and Misty Cliffs are 10 minutes 
away and we’ll drive down and pick mussels 
for supper (Dom). One of my non-negotiables 
when we built was the roof terrace – a 
perfect space for a beer or glass of wine in 
the evenings. Torben calls it the eagles’ nest. 
I’m sure he’ll find it more exciting when he’s tall 
enough to see over the walls (Dan). 

FOR MORE SEASIDE HIDEAWAYS
GO TO HOUSEANDLEISURE.CO.ZA
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